The So-called German Conspiracies
enemies, and he had also, in company with his sister and brother-
ifi-law (both of whom were later convicted of complicity in his
designs), got himself disliked for the prominent part he played
in the agitation for an embargo on the export of arms and muni-
tions of war. It seems quite possible that the charges against
him were the work of private enemies, and that the American
Criminal Court, which condemned him, was hoodwinked by
the schemings of certain Canadians ; the fact that these criminal
designs on Kaltschmidt's part only came to light after the
United States had become a belligerent adds probability to
the supposition. One thing, however, is certain, that even
if the alleged plot on the part of Kaltschmidt and his relations
had any real existence, the initiative was theirs alone, and
cannot be laid at the door of the Embassy.
The affair of Bopp, the German Consul-General at San
Francisco, was also one which aroused much feeling against
Germany. This gentleman had already, as early as 1915, been
accused of having delayed or destroyed certain cargoes of military
material for Russia, with the aid of certain abettors ; his sub-
ordinates, Von Schack, the Vice-Consul, and von Brinken,
the Attach^, were also believed to be implicated. In the follow-
ing year he was further charged with having incited one Louis
J. Smith to blow up a tunnel on the Canadian Pacific Railway,
with the idea of destroying supplies on their way to Russia,
All three officials were therefore brought to trial, but dismissed
with a caution. However, at the end of 1916, he and his two
subordinates were again brought up on a serious charge and
sentenced on the testimony of their chief lieutenant, Smith,
who turned State's evidence* against them, to a term of im-
prisonment.
All three resigned from their posts and lodged an appeal,
but were again found guilty in the second instance, after America
had entered the war. Consul-General Bopp and his colleagues,
* For the benefit of the reader not familiar with American legal procedure,
it should be explained that in cases where several individuals are charged in
common with an offence, any one of them may be assured of a pardon if ha
turns State's evidence and informs against bis associates. This course of
action, reprehensible as it undoubtedly ia from a moral point of view, has the
advantage of facilitating the task of police spies 1         *
IOX